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Key Findings 
 
 

 

 

 

Northeast Nebraska Community Action Partnership, Inc. (NENCAP) collects and analyzes both qualitative 

and quantitative data on its geographic service area in this assessment. This data is compared to previous 

years to track trends affecting low-income individuals and families and the barriers faced within 

communities.  

• NENCAP’s service area has seen an increase in individuals over the age of 65, as it has over the past 

number of years while the number of children ages 0-4 decreases or remains the same across 

counties. The median age for the whole service area is 45, ranging from 27.5 in Thurston County to 

45.7 in Burt County.  

• The Hispanic population grew again by nearly 3,500 residents between the 2014-2018 American 

Community Survey and the 2015-2019 Survey. This growth is consistent with the increase of over 

3,000 in the previous reporting year.  

• The number of Veteran residents decreased in recent years with an average of 6.16% of the report 

area reporting Veteran status.  

• The percent of people in poverty is higher in the service area than the State of Nebraska.  

• Rental households in the report area are more likely to be cost burdened by housing at 31.96% of 

households when compared to owner households both with (21.55%) and without (13.29%) 

mortgages. 

Compared to the State of Nebraska the service area reported a lower percentage of both rental and 

owner occupied with mortgage households suffering a cost burden.  However, the percentage of 

owner households without a mortgage who are cost burdened in the report area was higher than 

that of Nebraska. The counties of Washington, Thurston, Stanton, Pierce, Knox, Dodge, Dakota & 

Burt all reported higher than state percentages of cost burdened owner-occupied households 

without a mortgage. 

• Household internet access is a new category to the assessment. The report area with households 

without internet access is 9.4%. Thurston County has the highest percentage of households without 

internet access at 17.09% and Cedar County was the lowest at 4.82%.  

• Thurston County, which also has the highest number of children living in poverty, has only one WIC 

Authorized Food Store. Madison County with the largest population in the service area has 5 WIC 

Authorized Food Stores. While Cuming and Knox Counties have 25% of the population of Madison 

County, Cuming County has the same number of WIC Authorized Food Stores as Madison County and 

Knox County has 6. 
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